“Michael Wade” Duel Master Volunteer 2013
Award Description

This award is a combination of the FIRST Woodie Flowers Award, FIRST Unsung Hero Award, and the FIRST Volunteer Recognition Award.  This award celebrates a FIRST team mentor, who demonstrates the spirit and values of what FIRST is all about.​​​
This award is named after Mike Wade, NASA Goddard and FIRST supporter, who was greatly responsible for the success of the Duel on the Delaware and other east coast off-season FIRST competitions.

Award Criteria

1. Ability to Inspire (35%)

· inspiration to communicate engineering concepts

· inspiration to excite students about engineering

· inspiration to use problem solving skills

· inspiration to become an effective communicator

2. Ability to Communicate (35%)

· communicate to students

· communicate to other adult mentors

· communicate to parents

· communicate to educators / corporate sponsors / school administration

3. Examples Demonstrating Role Model Behavior (30%)

· Gracious professionalism

· Team leadership

· Community service

· Spirit 

· Creativity

Entry Details

· any team member can nominate a candidate

· only one nomination per team will be accepted

· entry should be written up to six-hundred (600) word essay

· essay should be submitted on attached entry form to John Larock via e-mail (John.A.Larock@dupont.com) no later than October 1, 2013
Mentor submitted must have a team registered and attending at the Duel event where the award is presented.  Mentor need not be present at the event, but it is greatly preferred.

· Duel Master Volunteer 2013 – Nomination Submission Form
Name of person being nominated: Vicki Rispoli
Nominee Team #: 225
Name of person submitting nomination: Benjamin Martin and Matt Kline
Describe why the person being nominated should be recognized through this award (600 words or less):

Vicki Rispoli has been called a “firecracker” by one local individual, and we concur. Her tireless efforts have helped to heavily jumpstart FRC 225’s explosive growth in the last year.

Vicki found FIRST in Texas on team 3481, the Bronc Botz, when her son joined the team. When her family moved to the York, PA area, she immediately searched for the local FRC team, and she and her entire family joined. She also started an FTC team, Ratzo Robotics, in her home for other local students to participate in. The team is now in its second year.

Vicki has been mentoring 225’s website and social media outreach for the past year. Vicki makes sure to take good photos of student experiences at competitions. She posts team photos and videos, as well as descriptions of all of team 225’s activities, to both the blog and Facebook page. Her posting efforts are the reason that the team went from zero to 225 likes on the team’s Facebook page, and some posts receive over 1500 views. The Facebook page is one of 225’s primary methods of communication both with the community and with other FRC teams. Vicki also set up a Facebook group for internal team communication.
Vicki has been instrumental in making connections with the community. She helped bring in NRG Energy as a team sponsor, makes sure the team has quality sponsor relations, and helped to establish the team connection with Penn State York. She also made connections to the York County Economic Alliance to build a sustainable method of student recruitment for team 225. She has been influential in starting 2 FTC teams and 4 FLL teams in York County, in just the last six months. She supports these other team, though they are not her own. Vicki was unanimously elected as the president of the new TechFire Robotics of York board, an umbrella organization being developed for K-12 competition robotics in York County. She has been instrumental in every step of the incorporation process. She also sees the whole program from a parent perspective, thus she makes sure that proper and timely communication is given to parents.
Vicki is working directly with the students on the Chairman’s Award submission, the team business plan, media and videos, and team outreach. She gets them excited about robotics and informing others about the cool things the team is doing. She has recruited instructors for and set up teaching sessions in CAD and programming concepts to convey to students basic tutorials and best practices in these disciplines.
Vicki is always prepared for every meeting with a typed agenda. She is enthusiastic about everything documentation-related, whether it is through typed words, photographs, or videos, and it rubs off on the students and other mentors. She is always extremely enthusiastic about all FIRST programs, and she tries to stress the progression of the program from elementary school all the way through high school graduation. Vicki keeps in constant communication with the mentor and student leadership. 

Vicki makes sure students are informed about all scholarship deadlines and she helps students with their scholarship and college applications. She “gets” the purpose of FIRST robotics, and she does her best to make sure that all students take advantage of every opportunity provided by it.

 225 is especially thankful to have Vicki’s support as the team continues to grow. Her energy rubs off on the other team members, and everyone follows her example to give 100% effort at everything they do. We are glad to have her as a mentor.
